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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine Spin is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The magazine’s content is dominated by advertisements and articles about music, and 
to a lesser extent movies, fashion and computer games. It is well produced and 
formatted, and appears to be aimed at a readership aged between 18-30 years. 
Concern arises from the manner in which parts of the magazine deal with suicide. On 
page 166 is a full-page colour photograph of a young man hanging himself by a belt. 
The photograph is part of a feature advertising stylish clothing. The model is attractive 
and seemingly unconcerned with his action, and the image overall is set up to be both 
glamorous and alluring. This has the effect of presenting suicide, and hanging in 
particular, in a glib and glamorous manner. Significant concern derives from the 
magazine being available to readers who may be particularly vulnerable to this 
imagery. The magazine is likely to appeal to an age group which sustains a high rate 
of attempted and completed suicide. The image not only details a successful suicide 
method, but presents it in such a way that both romanticises and validates suicide as 
an option for young men. Preceding this photograph is an article about a rock-singer 
who has recently committed suicide. Whilst the article does not advocate or glamorise 
suicide in the same way as the photograph, it does reinforce the notion of suicide 
being a valid and acceptable option for people with seemingly insurmountable mental- 
health problems. 

The parties who made written submissions reinforced the Classification Office’s 
significant apprehension about the magazine. Most stated strongly that the image in 
the magazine, and thus the magazine itself, is potentially highly dangerous, particularly 
to young people. 

In light of the manner in which the magazine deals with matters of suicide, the 
Classification Office considers that its availability is likely to be injurious to the public 
good. The option of restricting the magazine to an age restricted audience is not 
considered likely to minimise this likely injury given that the age group most vulnerable 
to suicide includes older teenagers and adults, the intended audience for the 
magazine. 
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The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has been balanced against the 
criteria as discussed in s3(1) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 (FVPC Act). Section 14 of the NZBR Act applies to this magazine. An 
objectionable classification in this instance is a significant limitation on the rights of 
New Zealanders to access reading material of their choice, and subsequently the right 
to freedom of expression, and to seek and receive information and opinions of any kind 
in any form. Whilst the Classification Office recognises these rights, significant 
weighting has been given not only to the calamitous and tragic impact of suicide upon 
both the victim and family, but also to the alarmingly high rate of suicide in New 
Zealand. The Classification Office is confident that such a limitation on freedom of 
expression is both reasonable and justified as outlined in s5 of the NZBR Act. 
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